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Hilton Revitalisation Project 
Fact Sheet – March 2022 

Background 
Over the past 70-plus years, the Department of Communities (through former agencies) has 

gradually redeveloped its assets in the suburb of Hilton, reducing the percentage of social housing 

from nearly 100 per cent in the 1950s to 11.93 per cent in 2018. 

In 2015, the Department initiated the Hilton Revitalisation Project with a goal to strategically 

redevelop a further 52 underutilised social housing properties (over 50 lots). This was to be 

undertaken over a period of years through selective land subdivisions, sale of homes with heritage 

significance, sale of vacant land and the construction of new social housing. 

Questions and answers 
Why is the project being undertaken and what has happened so far? 

The project was established to help revitalise several underutilised social housing properties in 

Hilton to stimulate housing supply and diversity and preserve post-war character homes that are 

synonymous with the suburb. 

As at March 2022, more than half of the 50 identified lots have been subdivided and many of the 

old character houses on these original lots as well as vacant land parcels have been sold to private 

buyers at affordable prices. A total 16 subdivided lots have been retained by the Department for 

the construction of 32 new social homes. 

What are the benefits of the project? 

• The subdivision of properties enables the construction of 32 new affordable and modern social 

homes that are better suited to tenant needs and help meet the demand for smaller homes in 

the area. 

• The sale of culturally significant character homes gives private buyers the opportunity to 

become homeowners in the suburb and renovate and restore the properties. This will assist in 

enhancing the tree-lined streetscapes of Hilton and preserving the suburb’s heritage charm.  

• The sale of subdivided vacant land provides opportunities for people to buy affordable land in 

the sought-after suburb – only 4km from the Fremantle CBD – to build their dream home. 

• The project will overall help increase the supply and diversity of housing in Hilton and foster an 

inclusive and vibrant community. 
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What type of homes will be built and when? 

The Department of Communities has retained 16 of the subdivided lots to build 32 new timber-

frame homes in Hilton for social housing.  

The 32 homes, which will be a mix of one and two-bedroom single and two-storey houses, will be 

spread across the suburb and help meet the demand for smaller homes in the area.  

The homes are being constructed by different builders at different times, with all 32 homes due to 

be completed by mid-2023. Construction of the first set of homes began in September 2021. 

Timber-frame homes are an alternative construction method that can be built faster than traditional 

brick homes. 

What will the new homes look like? 

Fourteen of the 32 new social homes have been architecturally designed by Bernard Seeber 

Architects through a past design competition (see concept image below) while the other 18 have 

been designed through the Department of Communities’ Design and Construct Panel. 

All 32 homes have been designed to be comfortable and inclusive for people of all ages and 

abilities; optimise natural ventilation and heating; and fit with the suburb’s existing character that 

includes post-war character homes. 

The homes have also been designed in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Local 

Planning Policy 3.7 Hilton Garden Suburb Precinct Heritage Area. This is covered under the City of 

Fremantle’s Local Planning Scheme No. 4, which provides development and design guidelines. 

 

Concept image: An artist's impression of the homes designed by Bernard Seeber 

Architects. Each of the architecturally designed homes will vary in design and layout. 
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Further information 
To find out more or enquire about the Hilton Revitalisation Project, please visit our website or 

contact the project team. 

• Web: www.housing.wa.gov.au/hilton  

• Email: hiltonrevitalisation@communities.wa.gov.au  

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/hilton
mailto:hiltonrevitalisation@communities.wa.gov.au

